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Brno is the second largest city in the Czech Republic. I like it, because I was born and grew up here. But... There's also something more. I like Brno, because here are many culturally interesting places and monuments. Are you interested in culture you can find here just like me? Are you interested in history of art? So, keep reading. 

At first, I will try to explain you, which historical styles were important in Brno and how they affected final look of our city. Then I will tell you something about Brno in practical way. I created a few routes around the city for you. 

Something from the past
If you are a history fan or artistic styles' fan, you already know some basic information about historical styles. But for uninformed people, here is little overview that I made. 

The first regular artistic style was ROMANESQUE ART. This style existed from 10th century and it was based on architecture of ancient Rome. Typical romanesque symbol was semicircular arc. The romanesque art has much expanded on our area (area of the Czech republic). But only a few monuments still exist now. For example: the church St. Jijlí in Brno-Komárov is the eldest functional construction in Brno. Then we have a proof that rudiments of St. Peter and Paul's cathedral and St. Jacob's church are romanesque too. 

After romanesque art came GOTHIC ART. The main symbol was refracted arc (it was ended by spike), the other one was for example decorated portal. Whole architecture was built very decorated and very high, because people wanted to be closer to God. Monuments from gothic art are: St. Jacob's church, Old city hall, castle Špilberk... St. Peter and Paul's cathedral was partially completed in gothic art, but then was rebuilt. Gothic art experienced its biggest boom between 13th and 15th centuries. 

RENAISSANCE was developed in Italy. In Europe were mainly created new types of castles. Example from Brno is Schwanz palace. This style has not extensive representation in Brno, because here were mostly built secular buildings and urban houses. Renaissance experienced its biggest boom in 16th century. 

Well,… these are 3 historical styles, which I personally consider the most important. They have been in the biggest boom at their times – both religious and secular architecture. After renaissance came baroque. Baroque was the last artistic style, which affected all branches in art. 

BAROQUE. This artistic style was about breaching original structure and symmetry. Baroque should impress and shock. In 17th century was whole city of Brno rebuilt in baroque style. For example: Dietrichstein palace, church of Nalezení sv. Kříže. 

After that came to the Czech Republic a lot of styles and many of them existed parallel. It was these: classicism, romanticism,... 

So,… if you remember at least something from these previously articles, you’re lucky. I think, each person should have a little information about this – about history of architecture. Because it belongs to a general overview. 

Do you want to know the whole city?
Now you know almost everything about historical styles. Let's look at the routes. At the beginning I didn't know what kind of routes I should invent. But then... I got an idea. This idea came to me from one situation at my school. Some exchange students from Spain arrived and they stayed for a week. A few of my classmates accommodated these students at home. And honestly, they didn't know what to do with them. They needed an inspiration from a guide or a handbook of Brno. 

So, I created some routes around the city of Brno, exactly seven. They include the most attractive and important monuments and cultural places, but also fast foods, snack bars, restaurants and entertainment centers and leisure activities. I am going to give you more information about three of them. 

Brno-center
At first, I would like to describe you one route that leads across the most important historical places, which you can find in the heart of Brno. This route is maybe the closest to me, because it includes almost all my favorite monuments. 

Start is on the Freedom square. There are Plague column, Brno astronomical clock and Schwanz palace. There is also McDonald's on the Freedom square, so you can have a meal at this place. Then, you will go to the Zelný trh (German: Krautmarkt) and have a view to many cultural constructions. Dominant of this small square is the Parnas fountain. The other buildings are: Dietrichstein palace, Episcopal courtyard (they both are branches of Moravian museum) and Reduta theater. There is also opportunity to enter to the Brno underground. Then, you will go through Capuchin square with the church of Nalezení sv. Kříže and get to the Brno main railway station. You will continue to Denis gardens and you will finally see the real dominant of Brno. St. Peter and Paul's cathedral. This route takes all visitors to other churches and two city halls, but I think the cathedral is the top. This route is ended by relaxation in Brno spa. 

By the tram across the city
This route is a little special. I can tell, that visitors who choose it, should be sporty. But, if you think this route is only about sport, you are wrong. At the end of the day, you would be exhausted, but there is also some culture and fun. 

You will start with the Technical museum, which is located in Brno-Královo pole. There are many interesting expositions all the time and you can also try some physical experiments for yourself. Then, you visit ice rink on Vodova street or outdoor swimming pool on Dobrovského. It depends on the weather. From the Technical museum to the rink or the pool, it does not matter which one you choose, you will transport there by the same tram. It is too far, so you might not be able to make it on foot. One special thing... This route includes sport-center Freeesport on Kounicova street. There you can find an artificial climbing wall. Do you want something from culture in the end? Here it is. You will see two most important theaters – Mahen and Janáček. After that, you can go to the center of city – to the Freedom square – and shopping. 

Brno reservoir
Do you know Brno reservoir? No? Keep reading. Yes? You can keep reading too. I would be thankful. 

This route is devoted to Brno reservoir. I scheduled a visit to the ZOO. Then, you can see a landing place, whence you will go to a cruise ship. The ship takes you to the castle named Veveří. After castle visitation, you have to go through a walking tour. You have to get back – to the first landing place. It is 7 km long walking tour. Have fun! 

If you want to know the other routes, here they are: Špilberk and Laser game, Old city and new fun, Villa Tugendhat and sports, Kraví hora. I recommend all this routes. They can help you to get better view on the city of Brno. 
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